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HIGHLIGHTS 
Speii 7 + £3, 1991 


Two major spring storms edged their way across the Contents 
Nation, generating rain, snow, high winds, and severe : 
weather. The latter storm provided generous moisture to Highlights § Total Precipitation 
Average Temperature and Departure Maps 
the northern Plains and the eastern halves of Nebraska, : Pea 
: : Extreme. Maximum’ & Minimum Temperature Maps ... 
Kansas, and Oklahoma. Unusual warmth continued in the Soil Temperature: Ma 
East until midweek, toppling 6 dozen record highs. But P P pee 
‘ : National Weather Data for Selected Cities .... 
cold air poured southward into the Rockies and Plains as Wational Agricultural Summar 
the week progressed. The first storm dumped hefty rains c gt omary 
; s rop Progress and Condition Tables 
in the Gulf Coast States and spread heavy rain and snow ; 
: State.Summaries of Weather and Agriculture ... 
across the Great Lakes States. Greater than 5 inches of : 
r ; : International Weather and Crop Summary & 
rain fell near Jacksonville, FL, while up to 10 inches 
3 - March Temperature/Precipitation Maps 
of snow blanketed eastern upper Michigan. Heavy rain Subscription and Mailing Permit Information .. 
caused some flooding in lower Michigan. On Tuesday, more : 
than 400 locations from Mississippi to New York reported 
large hail or wind damage, including 37 tornadoes. The 
second storm kicked into the northern and central Rockies 
(Continued to back cover) 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending April 13, 1991 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 13, 1991 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 13, 1991 
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National Agricultural Summary 


April 8-14, 1991 


HIGHLIGHTS: 


West was dry. 


Soil moisture was mostly adequate to 
surplus from the Plains States eastward. 


Most of the 


In North Dakota, soil moisture remained 
short despite recent rains of up to an inch. 


Planting 


progressed well in California due to dry conditions 


and warm winds. 
crop was headed, 
year average. 


ahead of normal. 


SMALL GRAINS: The winter wheat crop was in 
mostly good to fair condition. Seven percent of 
the crop was headed, 1 point ahead of normal. 
Winter wheat in California was 50% headed, 16 
points behind normal. Oklahoma wheat was in 
good condition and was 20% headed, 10 points 
ahead of normal and 19 points ahead of last 
year. Insect activity was light. Kansas wheat 
growth continued good despite soil moisture 
shortages, Some heading occurred in the 
southern areas of the State. Texas High Plains’ 
nonirrigated small grains continued to suffer 
from high winds and droughtlike conditions. 
Barley in Utah was 72% planted, 12 points ahead 
of normal. 


CORN: The corn crop in the 17 major producing 
States was 5% planted, 1 point ahead of normal. 
Corn in North Carolina was 34% planted, 7 points 
ahead of normal. The Kansas corn crop was 20% 
planted, 15 points ahead of normal. Eighty-five 
percent of the corn in Georgia was planted, 2 
points ahead of normal. The Louisiana corn crop 
was 80% emerged, 30 points ahead of normal. 


COTTON: Nine percent of the cotton crop was 
planted, 6 points behind normal. Arizona and 
California cotton was 24% and 25% planted, 44 
and 39 points behind normal, respectively. 
Drier weather allowed seedbed preparation to 
continue. Cotton in Alabama was 5% planted, 9 
points behind normal. Excessive rains in the 
upper coast of Texas delayed cotton plant 
emergence. Some fields may need to be 
replanted. In the Rio Grande Valley, extensive 
flooding washed out some cotton plants and 
caused some fields to yellow. 


GRAIN SORGHUM: Grain sorghum was 16% planted, 
same as normal in the 12 major producing States. 
Louisiana and Mississippi grain sorghum was 47% 
and 26% planted, 33 and 17 points ahead of 
normal, respectively. Louisiana sorghum was 28% 
emerged, 22 points ahead of average. 


RICE: 


The rice crop was 18% planted, 2 points 
behind 


normal. Rice in Louisiana was 47% 
planted, 8 points ahead of normal and 26% 
emerged, 1 point behind.normal. The Texas rice 
crop was 45% planted, 16 points behind normal. 
Rice stubble burning, herbicide application, 


and other ground preparation had begun in 
California. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Rain slowed planting in 
most areas east of the Mississippi River. In 
North Dakota, soil moisture remained short 
despite recent rains of up to aninch. Peanuts 


Seven percent of the winter wheat 
1 percentage point ahead of the 5- 
The cotton crop was 9 percent (%) 
planted, 6 points behind normal. 
17 major producing states was 5% planted, 1 


The corn crop in the 
point 


in Alabama were 5% planted, 1 point ahead of 
normal. Georgia peanuts were 5% planted, 1 point 
ahead of normal. The sugarbeet and onion crops in 
Colorado were 69% and 61% planted. Tobacco in 
Tennessee was 64% emerged, 2 points behind 
normal. South Carolina tobacco was in fair to 
good condition, with 44% of the crop planted. 
Fifty-one percent of the tobacco crop had emerged 
in Kentucky. Tobacco transplanting in Florida 
was virtually complete, while peanut planting 
continued active. Maryland potatoes were 36% 
planted, 26 points behind normal. Arizona 
alfalfa was in good condition, with alfalfa 
weevil infestation in the southeast. Idaho 
potatoes and sugarbeets were 6% and 75% planted, 
1 and 8 points ahead of normal, respectively. 
Oregon onion and potato planting continued. 
Hawaii sugar planting and harvest were in full 
swing. 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Florida citrus groves were in 
mostly excellent condition, due to favorable 
moisture conditions. Valencia orange harvest 
continued, while the tangerine harvest was 
virtually complete. Citrus picking was active in 
southern California. The Georgia peach crop was 
in mostly good condition, with 95% of the trees 
blooming, 4 points behind normal. Maryland peach 
trees were 89% bloomed, 17 points ahead of 
normal. Virginia apple and peach trees were in 
mostly good condition. Peach and cherry trees in 
Washington reached full bloom in Benton and 
Yakima Counties. Grapefruit and Valencia orange 
harvests and shipping continued in Arizona. 
VEGETABLES : Vegetable harvest in Florida 
remained active. Spring vegetable planting was 
nearly complete. The Mississippi watermelon crop 
was 64% planted, 29 points ahead of normal. The 
South Carolina tomato crop was in fair to good 
condition, with 69% of the crop planted, 20 
points behind normal. Arizona vegetable harvests 
and shipping continued. California asparagus 
harvest was active. Broccoli, cauliflower, and 
iceberg lettuce supplies were moderate to heavy, 
with variable quality. Tomato planting was 
active in the western areas. Rains in the Texas 
Rio Grande Valley slowed the onion harvest, but 
were heipful to other growing vegetable crops. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pasture and livestock 
were in mostly good condition. Livestock in the 
southern States was mostly on full pasture, while 
livestock in the northern areas continued to 
receive supplemental feed. Calving and lambing 
continued. Death losses of newborn animals were 
light to normal in most States. 
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Crop Progress 
FOR WEEK ENDING APRIL 14, 1991 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 

These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop 
and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop 


Bulletins published 


each Monday by NASS 


State 


Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


ALABAMA : 
near coast; 


Rainfall 2.00 to 4.00 in. north, 
1.00 to 2.00 in. common central, 
south. Temperatures 6° above normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. 
moisture 52% adequate, 48% surplus. 
intended for spring planting 70% prepared, 51% 
1990, 63% avg. Fieldwork progress 39% behind, 
61% on schedule. Corn 65% planted, 63% 1990, 
63% avg. Sorghum 15% planted, 19% 1990, 11% 
avg. Cotton 5% planted, 20% 1990, 14% avg. 
Peanuts 5% planted, 4% 1990 4% avg. Winter 
wheat 50% headed, 49% 1990, 39% avg.; 7% 
turning color, 7% 1990, 4% avg.; 17% fair, 69% 
good, 14% excellent. Feed supplies from 
pastures 27% short, 70% adequate, 3% surplus. 
Pastures 37% fair, 54% good, 9% excellent. 
Livestock 12% fair, 79% good, 9% excellent. 
Primary activities: Land preparation; planting 
row crop, spring vegetables; applying 
fertilizer, lime, herbicides; fertilizing 
pastures; repairing machinery, equipment; 
spraying fruit, pecan trees; general care of 
livestock, poultry, catfish. 


Soil 
‘Acreage 


ARIZONA: Cold air, strong winds entered State 
early in period; cooler temperatures, mostly 
sunny except northern third, snow. Temperatures 
4° below to 4° above normal. Extremes 13°; 89° 
higher elevations, ats ae° deserts. 
Precipitation mostly none, except north, higher 
elevations traces. 

Cotton planted 24%, 72% 1990, 68% avg.; 
seedbed preparations, pre irrigation, planting 
continued. Small grains jointing 99%, 100% 
1990, avg.; heading 79%, 86% 1990, 80% avg.; 
small grains good. Alfalfa good overall except 
southeast, fair; Egyptian alfalfa weevil 
infestation continued southeast; elsewhere 
insect infestation light to moderate; harvest 
moderate to active. Spring vegetable season 
neared .completion west. Mixed vegetables 
harvested central, spring lettuce harvest, 
shipping central. Freezing temperatures 12th, 
13th, frost protection used east; damage, if 
any, unknown. Grapefruit, valencia orange 
harvest, shipping continued west, central. 


ARKANSAS : Temperatures were mild with heavy 
rainfall last half of week. Temperature 32°; 84°. 
Rainfall 2.60 to 8.38 in. 
Soil moisture supplies 
Surplus. Main activities: 
seeding of field crops; applying fertilizers, 
herbicides; scouting wheat for; insécts, 
diseases; performing general livestock chores. 
Rice planting 5%, 0% 1990, 6% avg. Sorghum 
planting 5%, 0% 1990, 8% avg. Corn planting 
34%, 26% 1990, 44% avg. Wheat headed 3%, 13% 
1990, 11% avg. Septoria, blast problems reported 
as. ciight. Peaches suffered light to heavy 
freeze damage depending on location. Table 
grape, strawberry crops expected good. Tomato 
crop 60% set, condition good. Alfalfa weevils 
were sprayed. Pastures good. Livestock good. 


37% adequate, 63% 
Land preparation, 


CALIFORNIA: Light rain early brushed northwest 
corner. High pressure brought cool dry winds 


mid week. Temperatures warmed normal to 
above late week. 


field 
well. 


Open weather permitted good progress 
activities. Small grains growing 
Irrigation, herbicide application on going. 
Fields drying rapidly, windy conditions. Green 
chopping winter forage, oats, alfalfa active. 
Rice stubble burning, herbicide application, 
other ground preparation underway. Cotton 
seeding gained momentum central, southern San 
Joaquin Valley; seedbed preparation underway 
northern areas. Sugarbeets thinned, cultivated. 
Safflower growth excellent, some planting 
ongoing. Alfalfa harvest normal. Insecticides 
applied, weevil control. Fieldwork, weed, fungus 
control active. Apricots, peaches, nectarines 
thinned. Grape vineyards pushed new growth. 
Many Central Valley citrus trees. showing new 
growth. Freeze killed trees pushed out. Citrus 
picking active in southern areas. Pecans, walnuts 
leafing out, while almonds showed rapid growth. 
Asparagus harvest active. Broccoli heavy supply, 
generally good quality. Cauliflower moderate 
supply, variable quality. Iceberg lettuce 
moderate supply, westside. Potato harvest, 
planting continued Hemet San Jacinto. area. 
Strawberries moderate supply, variable quality, 
Santa Maria area, picking began Salinas 
Watsonville area. Fumigating sweet potato fields 
continued. Tomato planting active, westside. 
Pastures condition good northern half fair 
southern half. Light supplemental feeding. 
Livestock good. Water supplies adequate. 


COLORADO: 
showers east. 


Departing storm on 8th caused some 

A weak storm system moved across 
State on 10th, significant moisture came on 12th 
to 23th. Precipitation up to 15.0 in. of snow 
fell near the front range;. heavier amounts in 
mountains. Moisture amounts at lower elevations 
were in the 0.10 to 0.20 in. range. Temperatures 
3 to 5° above normal east of the Divide, 1 to 3° 
below west. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Soil moisture 
5% very short, 49% short, 43% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Barley, 37% seeded, 23% emerged; oats, 
43% seeded, 26% emerged; spring wheat, 15% 
seeded, 6% emerged. Sugarbeets, 69% planted; dry 
onions, 61% planted; potatoes, 27% planted. 
Winter wheat 4% very poor, 12% poor, 35% fair, :45% 
good and 4% excellent. Pasture, range feed 
condition mostly fair to poor. 


FLORIDA: Rainfall 1.00 in. north, locally 2.00 
to 5.00 in. Panhandle, Big Bend. Peninsula rain 
varied none to over 1.00 in., most localities 
under 0.50 in. Temperatures 5 to 8° above normal 
north, central; 2 to ‘5°, above, south. Maximum 
temperature mostly in 80s; minimum mostly upper 
50s to mid 60s. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate Panhandle; 
adequate to surplus northern Peninsula; short to 
adequate central Peninsula; mostly adequate 
southern Peninsula. Farmers actively making 
preparations for planting spring sown crops. 
Tobacco transplanting virtually complete. 
Planting peanuts active. Winter wheat starting 
to head. Corn, sugarcane making good progress. 
Citrus groves, trees near excellent condition. 
Scattered rain most areas. Abundant young tree 
new growth. Bloom virtually complete. Valencia 
harvest active all areas. Grapefruit movement 
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limited mostly to east Coast. 
tangerine harvest all but over. 
cutting cover crops, spraying. 
statewide rated 15% fair, 65% 
excellent. Panhandle, northern Peninsula 
cattle good to mostly excellent. Central, 
southern Peninsula cattle fair to mostly good. 
Mild temperatures, scattered showers over most 
vegetable areas. Spring crop planting near end. 
Harvest very active. Volume leaders: Tomatoes, 
potatoes, cucumbers, peppers, squash, celery, 
sweet corn. Also available: Carrots, cabbage, 
snap beans, lettuce, radishes, strawberries, 
eggplant, escarole. First Immokalee 
watermelons, Palmetto Ruskin tomatoes 
harvested. 


Temple, Honey 
Caretakers 

Pastures 
good, 20% 


GEORGIA: Rain 1.00 to 2.00 in. north, extreme 
east, between 0.50 to 1.00 in. elsewhere. Rain 
S days some locations. Temperatures 4 to 7° 
above normal. Extremes 34°; 88°. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 
moisture 1% short, 64% adequate, 35% surplus. 
Corn 17% fair, 78% good, 5% excellent; Showers 
slowed planting but improved condition. Sorghum 
10% planted, 7% 1990, 6% avg. Peanuts 5% 
planted, 1% 1990, 4% avg. Tobacco 36% fair, 62% 
good, 2% excellent; 85% transplanted, 95% 1990, 
82% avg. Watermelons 15% poor, 22% fair, 63% 
good; 85% planted, 89% 1990, 85% avg. Wheat 97% 
jointing, 99% 1990, 98% avg.; 89% boot, 91% 
1990, 83% avg.; some nitrogen leaching and 
powdery mildew. Rye 25% fair, 74% good, 1% 
excellent. Apples 98% good, 2% excellent; 71% 
blooming, 95% 1990, 83% avg. Peaches 18% fair, 
718% good, 4% excellent; 95% blooming, 100% 1990, 
99% avg. Good crop prospects. Onions 38% fair, 
62% good, 4% harvested, 1% 1990; Seed stems 
widespread. Pasture 11% fair, 79% good, 10% 
excellent; much improved from rains. Cattle, 
hogs good. Activities: Planting corn, peanuts, 
cotton; weed control in corn; fertilizing 
pastures; harvesting small grain silage. 


38. Soil 


HAWAII: Weather 
development during week. 
passing showers wind ward, 
Winds mostly 10 to 20 mph. Temperatures mid 60s 
to low 80s. Rainfall none to 3.20 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Sugar 
planting, harvesting operations full swing. 
Papaya production seasonally low. 


favorable for crop 
Sunny days with some 
higher elevations. 


IDAHO: Temperatures were below normal across 
State. Precipitation over entire State, most 
areas still below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Soil moisture 
5% very short, 40% short, 37% adequate, 18% 
surplus. Winter wheat 2% jointed. Spring barley 
42% planted, 56% 1990, 37% avg. Oats 25% 
planted, 35% 1990, 24% avg. Potatoes 6% planted, 
9% 1990, 5% avg. Sugarbeets 75% planted, 85% 
1990, 67% avg. Onions 98% planted, 100% 1990, 
79% avg. Unusually cold, winter like conditions 
slowed crop development, 
areas of State. Conditions in north remained 
wet. Strong winds, cold temperatures were 
causing problems in early sugarbeets, cereal 
grains in southern areas. Calving, lambing in 
final stages. Activities: Plowing, ridging 
fields for potato planting, fertilizing, 
spraying fruit trees, seeding spring crops. 
Pastures, rangeland greening. Pasture, range 
condition 78% of normal. Hay, roughage supplies 
adequate. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 1° below to 4° above 
normal north, central, 2 to 7° above normal 


farming operations in 


south. 
in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 
7% short, 75% adequate, 18% surplus. Oats seeded 
60%, 49% 1990, 62% avg. Livestock roughage 
requirements from pasture 39%, 29% 1990, 30% avg. 
Alfalfa 1% poor, 24% fair, 72% good, 3% 
excellent. Pasture 21% fair, 173% good, 6% 
excellent. 


Precipitation above normal 0.15 to 2.16 


INDIANA: Temperatures 3 to 6° above normal. 
Lows low 20s to low 30s, highs mid 60s to upper 
70s. Precipitation 1.00 to 4.00 in. few areas. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.9. Topsoil 63% 
adequate, 37% surplus. Subsoil 71% adequate, 29% 
surplus. Spring cropland 64% tilled, 68% 1990, 
71% avg. Wheat 6 in. high, 7 in. 1990, 6 in. avg. 
Wheat 12% jointed, 25% 1990, 14% avg. Oats 42% 
seeded, 47% 1990, 54% avg. Clover 62% seeded, 70% 
1990, 72% avg. Pasture 11% excellent, 60% good, 
26% fair, 3% poor. Apple, peach prospects good. 
Few corn, soybean fields planted. 


IOWA: Temperatures 2° below normal northwest to 
3° above normal southeast. Extremes 23°; 82°. 
Precipitation 0.90 in. to 5.70 in.; average 2.96 
iw. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Topsoil 61% 
adequate, 39% surplus. Subsoil 5% short, 80% 
adequate, 15% surplus. Winter wheat 16% fair, 
73% good, 11% excellent. Hay 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 16% fair, 72% good, 8% excellent. Pasture 
condition mostly good to excellent. Oats 62% 
sown, 68 % 1990, 63 % avg. Oats 6% emerged, 3% 
1990, 9% avg. Seedbed preparation 60% completed, 
63% 1990, 56% avg. Fertilizer application 58% 
completed, 60% 1990, 54% avg. Livestock were in 
mostly good condition. Muddy feedlots causing 
stress, lower weight gains in feedlot cattle. 


KANSAS: Temperatures 11° above normal. 
Precipitation recorded all areas, high of 0.36 
in. southeast to low of 0.04 in. west central. 
Average for State 0.17 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Surface 
moisture 82% short, 18% adequate. Subsoil 79% 
short, 21% adequate. Wheat continues good growth 
under short moisture conditions. Warm weather 
helps keep crop on or ahead of schedule. Some 
heading noted south central, southeast counties. 
Corn planting excellent progress, well ahead 
schedule. Some stands emerging southern 
counties. Range, pastures short but about normal 
for time of year. Lambing, calving nearing 
completion. Feedlots current. 


KENTUCKY: Warm, wet conditions. Daytime highs 
temperatures averaged lower 70s, 5° warmer than 
normal; lows averaged lower 50s, 5 to 10° above 
mean. Rainfall 2.00 in. west, 1.00 in. over mean; 
rain 1.00 in. east, near normal. 

Days suitable fieldwork 2.9, many fields too wet 
land preparation, planting. Soil moisture 54% 
adequate, 46% surplus. Farmers falling behind 
schedule, but not serious at this date. Corn 
planting has begun, soil temperature upper 50s to 
lower 60s. Plants up in 53% of tobacco beds. 
Increased interest in float system growing of 
tobacco plants. Condition winter wheat 1% poor, 
29% fair, 56% good, 14% excellent. Small grains 
would benefit from drier conditions. Alfalfa 
average height 9 inches; nearly 50% alfalfa 
fields infested weevils. Pasture condition good 
to excellent. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 4 to 7° above normal. 
Extremes and rainfall data unavailable. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Soil moisture 
43% adequate, 57% surplus. Spring plowing 62%, 
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51% 1990, 62% avg. Corn 25% fair, 62% good, 13% 
excellent; planted 91%, 79% 1990, 68% avg.; 
emerged 80%, 62% 1990, 50% avg. Rice emerged 
26%, 26% 1990, 27% avg. Rains slowed planting 
progress. Sorghum emerged 28%, 4% 1990, 6% avg. 
Sweet potatoes planted 3%, 0% 1990, 2% avg. 
Sugarcane 23% fair, 77% good. Spraying, 
fertilizing, active. Wheat 25% fair, 75% good; 
headed 75%, 86% 1990, 71% avg. Vegetables 7% 
poor, 53% fair, 40% good. Pasture 3% poor, 28% 
fair, 69% good. Livestock 28% fair, 72% good. 
Crawfish harvest continued. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: Precipitation 
0.09 in. Temperature 63.1°, normal -52.1°. 
Extremes 28°; 93°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 27% 
short, 41% adequate, 32% surplus. Subsoil 77% 
adequate, 23% surplus. Oats 43% planted, 46% 
1990, 50% avg. Corn 2% planted, 1% 1990, 2% avg. 
Sweet corn 4% planted, 3% 1990, 4% avg. Potatoes 
36% planted, 48% 1990, 62% avg. Green Peas 66% 
planted, 56% 1990, 60% avg. Sweet potatoes 29% 
planted, 42% 1990, 53% avg. Small grains good 
condition. Pasture good condition. Peaches 89% 
bloomed, 96% 1990, 72% avg. Apples 37% bloomed, 
33% 1990, 16% avg. Strawberries 20% bloomed, 34% 
1990, 14% avg. Activities for the week: Soil 
preparation; planting vegetables, corn, small 
grains, tobacco; repairing fence; hauling 
manure; spreading fertilizer; maintaining 
machinery; tax preparation; caring for 
livestock. 

DELAWARE: Precipitation 0.03 in. Temperature 
62.3°, normal 52.4°. Extremes 36°; 88°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 83% 
adequate, 17% surplus. Subsoil 16% short, 67% 
adequate, 17% surplus. Corn 1% planted, 1% 1990, 
1% avg. Sweet corn 3% planted, 6% 1990, 7% avg. 
Potatoes 72% planted, 64% 1990, 64% avg. Green 
Peas 46% planted, 50% 1990, 51% avg. Small 
grains good condition. Pasture excellent 
condition. Peaches 93% bloomed, 94% 1990, 85% 


avg. Apples 25% bloomed, 21% 1990, 13% avg. 


Strawberries 2% bloomed, 13% 1990, NA avg. 
Activities for the week: Soil preparation; 
planting vegetables, corn, small grains; 
repairing fence; hauling manure; spreading 
fertilizer; maintaining machinery; tax 
preparation; caring for livestock. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 0 to 6° above normal. 
Extremes 12°; 86°. Precipitation 0.18 to 2.67 
in. across the State. Unseasonably high 
temperatures early in the week gave way to 
cooler temperatures throughout the remainder of 
the week. Temperatures dropped into the mid 20s 
10th evening which had many fruit growers 
concerned about bud damage. 

Farmers continue to spread manure, purchase 
seed, fertilizer, plow fields, research 
chemical regulations. Many farmers sprayed 
orchards, vineyards. Grape, peach pruning is 
due to begin soon. Livestock in good shape as 
more calves, lambs were born this week. ‘Feed 
supplies are in good shape, ‘there is some 
movement in corn, hay supplies. Winter wheat, 
hay look good. Major activities included: 
Purchasing seed, fertilizer, spreading manure, 
repairing fences, equipment, looking after 
newborn, shearing sheep, clearing. brush, 
spraying orchards. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 4° below to 5° above 
normal. Extremes 18°; 86°. Precipitation 
generally 0.20 to 2.25 in. with the greatest 
weekly total of 3.17 in. Topsoil 15% very 
short, 19% short, 58% adequate, 8% surplus. 
Subsoil 25% very short, 32% short, 42% adequate, 


1% surplus. Spring wheat 18% planted, 12%°1990, 
11% avg. Oats 9% planted, 20% 1990, 22% avg. 
Barley 13% planted, 2% 1990, 6% avg. Field corn 2% 
ground prepared, 7% 1990, 5% avg. Soybeans 1% 
ground prepared, 1% 1990, 3% avg. Sugarbeets 1% 
planted, 4% 1990, 5% avg. Green peas 2% planted, 
9% 1990, 8% avg. Fall seeded small grains 37% 
dormant, 9% poor, 52% good, 2% excellent. Date 
full scale fieldwork to begin in area 18th. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 69°, 6° above normal. 
Extremes 40°; 85°. Mostly wet statewide. 
Rainfall 3.33 in., 1.99 in. above normal. Soil 
temperatures 68°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.8, 2.8 1990, 3.4, 
5 avg. Soil moisture 38% adequate, 33% surplus, 
29% excessive. Pasture 6% poor, 38% fair, 51% 
good, 5% excellent. Wheat 3% very poor, 18% poor, 
37% fair, 42% good. Wheat jointing 85%, 92% 1990, 
92% avg. Wheat heading 32%, 42% 1990, 30% avg. 
Hay supply 47% short, 53% adequate. Watermelons 
64% planted, 42% 1990, 35% avg. Livestock 31% 
fair, 57% good, 12% excellent. Feed grain 24% 
short, 76% adequate. Corn planted 55%, 38% 1990, 
42% avg, 8% poor, 40% fair, 52% good. Corn emerged 
45%, 27% 1990, 26% avg. Rice planted 10%, 6% 
1990, 15% avg.; 6% emerged, 2% 1990, 10% avg. 
Sorghum planted 26%, 9% 1990, 9% avg.; emerged 
17%. Cotton planted 4%, 1% 1990, 1% avg. Peanuts 
planted 11%. Peaches 9% very poor, 27% fair, 60% 
good, 4% excellent. Activities: Equipment 
repair, field draining, cattle work. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 5° above normal. 
Precipitation 2.30 in., ranging less than 1.50 
west central to over 3.00 in. south central, 
southeast, small streams flooding southeast. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 38% 
short, 50% adequate, 12% surplus. Corn planting 
ranges 9% northwest to 42% southeast. Oats sown 
86%, 58% 1990, 77% avg. Some wheat southeast 
showing effects of too much rain. Ground worked 
at least once for spring crops 74%, 53% 1990, 56% 
avg. Pasture 4% poor, 51% fair, 41% good, 4% 
excellent. : 


MONTANA: Temperatures a little below normal 
statewide. Most areas received needed moisture, 
especially heavy precipitation. south central, 
southeast. 

Topsoil 45% short, 51% adequate, 4% surplus. 
Subsoil 77% short, 21% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Winter wheat 5% still dormant, 58% greening, 37% 
green and growing. Freeze, drought damage to 
winter wheat 32% none, 36% light, 18% moderate, 
14% heavy. Barley planted 31%, 8% 1990, 16% avg. 
Oats planted 12%, 4% 1990, 10% avg. Sugarbeets 
planted 36%, 18% 1990, 11% avg. Range grass 
growth compared with average 52% slow, 42% avg.; 
6% above avg. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 6° below normal in the 
Panhandle to 2° above in the east central. 
Precipitation 0.30 in. Panhandle to 3.00 ‘in. 
east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 34% 
short, 58% adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 73% 
short, 27% adequate. Wheat 32% poor, 32% fair, 
35% good, 1% excellent. Oats 74% seeded, 68% 
1990, 65% avg. Corn 1% planted, 0% 1990, 0% avg. 
Pasture, range condition 71% of normal. 


NEVADA: Temperatures below normal. Extremes 
bie gt 9373 Precipitation none to 0.50. 
Precipitation mostly northwest, mountain areas. 
Planting spring crops continues. Livestock 
movement to summer pastures underway. Calving, 
lambing continue with no unusual problems. 
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NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation 0.01 to 0.25 in. 
south, 0.30 to 1.50 in. north. temperatures mid 
30s northern Maine, mid 40s to low 50s elsewhere 
north, low to high 50s south. Temperatures 
normal in Maine; 5 to 10° above normal 
elsewhere. Maximum temperatures high 40s north 
to 90 south; minimum temperatures 13° north to 
37° south. 

Major farm activities: 
maintenance, 
from storage. 


General 


repairs, 
tending livestock, 


moving crops 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures much above normal. 
Extremes 27°; 91°. Rainfall 0.32 in. north, 0.52 
in. central, 0.85 in. south. Heaviest 24 hour 
total 1.43 in. on 13th, 14th. Estimated soil 
moisture percent field capacity, averaged 88% 
north, 78% central, 76% south. Four inch soil 
temperature 55° north, 57° central, 58° south. 

Fieldwork active, temporarily halted by rain 
late in week. Cooler temperatures slowed early 
crop growth. Peach bloom progressed north. 
Southern orchards in petal fall stage. Apple 
buds swelling. Early blueberry, strawberry 
bloom expected to begin next week; prospects 
good. Some pasture grazing began. 


NEW MEXICO: Temperatures much cooler across 
the State compared to previous week, with 
readings 2 to 6° below normal over northern 1/3 
of State, southern desert. Temperatures 4 to 6° 
above normal over small area of northeastern, 
southeastern plains, near normal elsewhere. 
Precipitation very scant, only a few traces. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil 
moisture 67% short, 33% adequate. Light to 
moderate freeze damage reported in some areas, 
with damage to some fruit, pecans, alfalfa. 
Alfalfa 63% fair, 32% good, 5% excellent. 
Irrigated wheat 6% poor, 38% fair, 56% good. 
Dryland wheat 25% very poor, 50% poor, 25% fair. 
Chile fair to good. Onions good condition. 
Lettuce good to excellent. Cattle, sheep poor 
to good. Range, pasture condition 70%, ranging 
from 20% to 120%. ; 


NEW YORK: Record setting warmth early week. 
Highs were in the upper 80s. Cooling trend at 
midweek brought rain in all areas except in 
north where snow flurries fell. Temperatures 
fell to freezing or below in nearly all areas on 
12th. Weekend was warm with light rain. 
Extremes 16°; 89°. 

Major activities: Tending to livestock, 
hauling manure, moving crops from storage, 
machinery, general farm maintenance. Some 
plowing underway. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures about 6° above 
normal across the State. Precipitation none to 
2.05 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Soil moisture 
13% short, 79% adequate, 8% surplus. Pasture 
19% fair, 73% good, 8% excellent. Crop 

“condition: Wheat 10% fair, 84% good, 6% 
excellent; oats 11% fair, 86% good, 3% 
excellent; barley 14% fair, 83% good, 3% 
excellent; rye 8% fair, 87% good, 5% excellent; 
irish potatoes 23% fair, 68% good, 9% 
excellent; tobacco plant beds 17% fair, 15% 
good, 8% excellent; peaches 24% fair, 66% good, 
10% excellent; truck crops 29% fair, 65% good, 
6% excellent. Irish potatoes planted 96%; 
cabbage transplanted 88%; corn planted 34%; 
flue cured tobacco transplanted 7%. Hay, 
roughage supplies 1% very short, 6% short, 86% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Feed grain supplies 1% 
very short, 5% short, 93% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Tobacco plant bed supplies 98% adequate, 2% 


surplus. 
corn; 


Major activities included: 
land preparation; top dressing small 
grains, pastures; transplanting flue cured 
tobacco. Other activities included: Tending 
tobacco beds; planting irish potatoes, cabbage; 
tending livestock; equipment repair; general 
farm maintenance. 


Planting 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 5° above normal 
southwest to 10° above normal north central. 
Extremes 22° southeast, south central, southwest, 
northeast; 82° southeast. Precipitation 0.03 in. 
northeast to 1.07 in. south central. 

Soil moisture supplies improved, remain short. 
Topsoil 12% very short, 46% short, 42% adequate. 
Subsoil 62% very short, 38% short. Average 


Statewide starting date for spring fieldwork 


10th. Hard red spring wheat 12% planted, durum 
wheat 3%, oats 6%, barley 11%, sugarbeets 1%. 
Winter wheat 8% very poor, 16% poor, 63% fair, 13% 
good; 63% green, 37% dormant. Winter kill 5% less 
than normal, 61% same, 34% more than normal. 
Livestock mostly good, calving 79% completed, 
lambing 83%, shearing 88%. Hay, roughage supplies 
29% short, 71% adequate. Grain, concentrate 
supplies 10% short, 87% adequate, 3% surplus. 
Nearly all livestock received supplemental 
feeding. Pastures, ranges 67% dormant; 52% open 
for grazing; 52% of normal condition. 


OHTO: Seasonably mild, wet weather dominated. 
High temperatures upper 50s to upper 60s. Lows in 
the 40s. Readings 2 to 7° above normal. Clouds 
moderated the temperature swings by keeping 
daytime highs from rising, nightly lows from 
dropping too much. Frosty readings occurred on 
the night of the 1lth. Precipitation 0.50 to 3.33 
in. with heaviest amounts falling in southern 
areas. The 1.80 in. was 0.80 in above normal. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Soil moisture 
3% short, 63% adequate, 34% surpius. Standing 
water reported in flat, less easily drained 
fields. Activities included plowing, spreading 
fertilizer, applying herbicides, planting corn, 
sugarbeets, oats, tobacco plant beds, sweet corn. 
Oat planting 41% complete compared with 45% 1990, 
42% avg. Tobacco plant bed seeding was 66% 
complete. Winter wheat fair to good with earlier 
seeded stands getting better scores. Frost at 
mid period caused possible damage to peaches, 
overall the crop fair to good, apples good. 
Reports indicated tree fruits better than in past 
two years. Pastures, hay stands mostly good. 


OKLAHOMA : Temperatures 1° above ‘normal north 
central to oe above normal southeast. 
Precipitation none west central to 2.11 in. 
southeast. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 60% 
short, 30% adequate, 10% surplus. Subsoil 60% 
short, 40% adequate. Wheat 5% poor, 45% fair, 50% 
good; 75% jointing, 85% 1990, 75% avg.; 20% 
heading, 1% 1990, 10% avg. Wheat good. 
Additional moisture needed. Insect activity 
light. Corn 95% seedbed prepared, 60% 1990, 85% 
avg.; 25% planted, 10% 1990, 25% avg. Sorghum 55% 
seedbed prepared, 50% 1990, 45% avg. Soybeans 
50% seedbed prepared, 35% 1990, 35% avg. Peanuts 
45% seedbed prepared, 30% 1990, 50% avg. Cotton 
60% seedbed prepared, 40% 1990, 50% avg. Pasture 
condition 75%. Cattle good; marketings average, 
prices higher. 


OREGON : Cooler than normal week. 
below normal across the State, 
central at 5° below normal, rest of State 2 to 3° 
below. Heaviest precipitation in north Cascades 
with 2.60 in., 2.10 in. high plateau, 1.50 in. 
coast, 0.80 in. to 1.10 in. Willamette, south 


Temperatures 
northeast, south 
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western valleys; 
Cascades. 

Soil moisture 48% short, 41% adequate, 11% 
surplys. Barley 64% planted, 96% 1990., 75% 
avg. Wet conditions slowed development, delayed 
field activities, west. Tillage, seeding 
underway, east; moisture needed most areas. 
Frost protection required most fruit areas; 
cherry trees in bloom, Wasco Co.; some winter 
damage. Full bloom in Anjous expected this 
week, mid Hood River Valley; apples coming into 
pink. Peaches, pears completed bloom. South 
Willamette Valley; apples now blooming. 
Caneberry growth stated. Strawberry growth 
spotty due to winter damage. Green peas 
germinating, Willamette Valley. Onion, potato 
planting continued. Livestock good to 
excellent; calving, lambing went well, eastern 
range country; calving continuing, some areas. 
‘Turn out to public grazing lands started east. 
Pasture, range 1% very poor, 31% poor, 30% fair, 
36% good, 2% excellent. 


less than 0.30 in. east of 


PENNSYLVANIA: Above normal temperatures due 
to very warm start. Precipitation slightly 
below normal. Temperature 54°, 9° above normal. 
Extremes 20°; 87°. Precipitation 0.71 in., 0.11 
in. below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5. 
5% short, 82% adequate, 
.35% complete, 37% 1990, 
planted, 0% 1990, 1% avg. 
1990, 30% avg. 


Soil moisture 
13% surplus. Plowing 

31% avg. Corn 0% 
Oats 37% planted, 32% 
Potatoes 20% planted, 17% 1990, 
13% avg. Tobacco beds 55% planted, 74% 1990, 
51% avg. Barley 99% pre boot, 100% 1990, 100% 
avg.; 1% boot, 0% 1990, 0% avg. Wheat 100% pre 
boot, 100% 1990, 100% avg.; 0% boot, 0% 1990, 0% 
avg. Wheat 2% very poor, 4% poor, 22% fair, 52% 
good, 20% excellent. Oats 8% very poor, 1% 
poor, 9% fair, 67% good, 15% excellent. Hay 
stands mostly fair to good. Alfalfa first 
cutting 0% complete, 0% 1990, 0% avg. Feed from 
pastures 37% very poor, 45% poor, 13% fair, 5% 
good. Peaches 57% pre pink, 57% 1990, 76% avg.; 
30% pink, 29% 1990, 16% avg.; 13% full bloomoor 
past, 14% 1990, 8% avg. Cherries 63% pre pink, 
84% 1990, 80% avg.; 25% pink, 13% 1990, 16% 
avg.; 12% full bloom or past, 3% 1990, 4% avg. 
Apples 90% pre pink, 91% 1990, 92% avg.; 10% 
pink, 8% 1990, 7% avg.; 0% full bloom or past, 
1% 1990, 1% avg. Activities: Spring plowing; 
planting crops; repairing fence; hauling 
manure; spreading fertilizer; maintaining 
machinery; caring for livestock. 


PUERTO RICO: Island rainfall 0.68 in. was 
0.24 in. below normal. Highest weekly total 
3.08 in. at Pico Del Este Luquillo, 1.63 in. at 
Canovanas, 1.44 in. at Trujillo Alto. Highest 
24-hour. total 1.40 ‘in. at Pico. del Este 
Luquillo. Divisional temperature 77° on the 
Coasts, 70 to 73° in the interior with mean 
station temperature 61° at Pico Del Este 


Luquillo to 79.6° at Roosevelt Roads N.S. 
Extremes 50°; 90°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 3 to 7° above 
normal. Rainfall 0.60 in. northeast to 1.50 in. 
north central. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Soil 
moisture 9% short, 89% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Tobacco fair to good; 44% planted, 69% 1990, 33% 
avg. Corn fair to good; 71% planted, 84% 1990, 
68% avg. Watermelons fair to good; 70% planted, 
63% 1990, 68% avg. Cantaloupes fair to good; 
56% planted, 39% 1990, 50% avg. Peaches good. 
Tomatoes fair to good; 69% planted, 93% 1990, 
89% avg. Cucumbers fair to good; 58% planted, 
70% 1990, 63% avg. Snap beans fair to good; 48% 


planted, 47% 1990, 48% avg. 


Oats fair to good; 
27% headed, 45% 1990, 


26% avg. Wheat fair to 
good; 24% headed, 52% 1990, 24%-avg. Grain hay 
fair to good; 4% harvested, 5% 1990, 4% avg. 
Pastures fair to good. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Wet, stormy across entire State. 
All stations reported precipitation. Rainfall 
0.76. to 3. 7h. sme Snowfall 3.00 to 6.00 in. 
northwest, 18.0 in. Black Hills. Temperatures 4° 
below normal. Low temperature 4° Black Hills, 17° 
elsewhere. High was 82°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1.. Topsoil 16% 
very short, 28% short, 53% adequate, 3% surplus. 
Subsoil 30% very short, 47% short, 23% adequate. 
Rye 8% poor, 25% fair, 52% good, 15% excellent. 
Livestock 2% very poor, 13% fair, 67% good, 18% 
excellent. Feed supplies mostly adequate. 
Stockwater supplies mostly adequate to short. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures 1 to 7° above normal 
statewide. Precipitation much above normal west, 
slightly above normal middle, east. 

Soil moisture 39% surplus, 61% adequate. Corn 
8% planted, 5% 1990, 17% avg. Cotton 1% planted, 
0% 1990, 2% avg. Sorghum 1% planted, 0% 1990, 1% 
avg. Tobacco 96% beds seeded, 98% 1990, 96% avg.; 
64% plants up, 70% 1990, 66% avg. Wheat 58% 
jointed, 78% 1990, 63% avg.; 1% headed, 2% 1990, 
1% avg.; 28% fair, 69% good, 3% excellent. Apple 
trees 84% budding, 84% 1990, 85% avg.; 54% 
blooming, 68% 1990, 65% avg. Peach trees 98% 
budding, 100% 1990, 96% avg.; 82% blooming, 90% 
1990, 86% avg. Rain halted fieldwork last week in 
most areas. 


TEXAS: Early in week, slow moving cold front 
cooling western, northern areas did not produce 
rain until near mid week. Weather latter half of 
week dominated stronger front, associated upper 
air storm system. Combination produced heavy, 
very heavy rains for much eastern half of State. 
Dry western. Far southern areas received little 
moisture. Cold surge over weekend resulted in 
freezing temperatures parts of panhandle, few 
northern, south plains locations. Temperatures 
during week averaged near, above normal. 
Rainfall ran much above normal over eastern 
areas, above normal over central, southeastern 
areas, below normal elsewhere. 

Crops: Small grains continued to suffer high 
winds, drought like conditions Plains. Prospects 
some dryland wheat fields very poor. Some 
irrigated wheat fields watered quite heavily as 
jointing approaches. Wheat stands Blacklands 
started heading. Some wheat fields, Cross 
Timbers being cut, baled for hay. Elsewhere in 
State, stands continued to progress well. 
Central areas rust, chinch bug damage appearing 
in wheat. Statewide wheat condition rated at 61% 
of normal compared with 66% 1990. Corn full 
stands Blacklands, central areas. Producers 
reported grub worms. Cultivation practices 
continues’ coastal, southern areas. Land 
preparations, spring planting continued on 
Plains, few pre watering slow because heavy 
irrigation requirements for wheat. Statewide corn 
condition was rated at 86% of normal compared 
with 85% 1990. 

Greenbugs problem in sorghum fields Blacklands. 
Planting continued to wind down. High Plains 
producers pre irrigating sorghum land. Replanting 
sorghum needed Upper Coast because flooding. 
Statewide sorghum condition was rated at 81% of 
normal compared with 87% 1990. Cotton planting 
in Blacklands. Plains delayed cotton planting 
because moisture is not adequate. Too much rain 
Upper Coasts delaying cotton emergence, some 
fields may have to be replanted. Wet fields 
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southern areas slowed planting. Rio Grande 
Valley, extensive flooding washed out some 
cotton plants, caused yellowing of fields. Rice 
planting delayed wet fields Upper Coast, some 
replanting necessary. Other Crops: Sugarbeets 
10% planted, 24% 1990, 32% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, 
rains slowed onion harvest, helped other 
vegetable crops. San Antonio Winter Garden, 
melon, watermelon planting continued, wet 
fields created problems. Onions continued to 
make steady progress. Eastern areas, early 
planted vegetables making good progress. Melon 
planting almost complete. Producers. reported 
early fungus, insect problems. High Plains, 
onion sets making good progress despite windy 
conditions. Trans Pecos, onions good growth. 
Chile planting continued. Small gardens begin 
planting. Pecan trees budded, look good Trans 
Pecos. Trees have leafed out. States peach 
crop very promising. Producers beginning to thin 
fruit load, continue to spray. Producers expect 
heavy crop. 

Range and Livestock: Pastures responding 
recent rains some areas of State, while western 
areas suffering, need of moisture. Livestock 
good condition. Cattlemen concerned about 
forage supplies. Hay very short supply 
Western areas. Shearing sheep, goats 
continued. Range and Pasture conditions: 12% 
poor, 47% fair, 34% good, 7% excellent. 





UTAH: Temperature maximum average was normal 
for this week in the year; the minimums averaged 
1° above normal. Precipitation ranged from 
moderate in the mountainous regions to light 
elsewhere, except none was reported in the Dixie 
region. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 
moisture 33% short, 67% adequate. Spring wheat 
planted 72%, 78% 1990, 63% avg. Barley planted 
72%, 77% 1990, 60% avg. Oats planted 54%, 44% 
1990, 44% avg. Apricots in full bloom 70%. 
Blooming of sweet cherries, tart cherries 
beginning in most areas. Spring calving 76% 
complete, 74% 1990, 72% avg. Farm flock lambing 
74% complete, 80% 1990, 85% avg. Range flock 
lambing 47% complete, 51% avg. Farm flock 
shearing 73% finished, 63% 1990, 71% avg. Range 
flock shearing 61% finished, 60% avg. Pasture, 
ranged fair to good condition. 


oe Soil 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged near normal 
at the beginning of the week, above normal by 
mid week, then seasonal by weekend. Extremes 
28°; 89°. Precipitation was below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil 17% 
short 82% adequate, 1% surplus. Pasture 21% 
fair, 64% good, 15% excellent. Corn 15% 
planted, 7% 1990, 8% avg. Corn 42% fair, 54% 
good, 4% excellent. Wheat 17% fair, 81% good, 
2% excellent. Barley 10% fair, 87% good, 3% 
excellent. Apples, peaches mostly good. 
Alfalfa 30% fair, 58% good, 12% excellent. 
Other hay 2% poor, 19% fair, 73% good, 6% 
excellent. Tobacco plant bed condition 2% poor, 
47% fair, 48% good, 3% excellent. Preparation 
for spring planting, spraying pastures, hay 
fields for weeds, spraying alfalfa for aphids, 
spreading lime, fertilizer. Planting 
cucumbers, tomatoes, other vegetables, spraying 
potatoes. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures 3 to 8° below normal 
east; normal to 5° below normal west. 
Precipitation 0.01 to 0.80 in. east; 0.76 to 
1.98 in. west. 

Days suitable for 
moisture 44% short, 


fieldwork 
53% adequate, 


4.1. Soil 
3% surplus. 


Range, pasture 3% very poor, 27% poor, 51% fair, 
19% good. Hay, other roughage 2% short, 91% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Winter wheat 54% very 
poor, 25% poor, 10% fair, 11% good. Winter barley 
85% very poor, 4% poor, 8% fair, 3% good. 
Potatoes planted 28%. Spring wheat planted 70%; 
emerged 45%. Spring barley planted 61%; emerged 
23%. Dry peas planted 30%. Fiteld activities were 
delayed due to cool, wet weather. Water. was 
standing in many lowland fields of western areas. 
Eastern areas had high winds with below normal 
temperatures. Some spring wheat was being 
reseeded due to seed deterioration. Spring 
grains, canola were emerging. Orchardists had 
nearly completed their dormant spraying. 
Peaches, cherries reached full bloom in Benton, 
Yakima Counties. Ranchers were starting to 
brand, vaccinate calves in preparation for spring 
turnout. Pastures were growing slowly. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 56°. 
88°. Precipitation avg. 1.83 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. 
76% adequate, 24% surplus. Wheat, 
Gardens, 60% good, 40% fair, 12% planted, 10% 
emerged. Tobacco good, 75% beds seeded, 23% 
emerged. Barley good. Wheat good. Hay 22% fair, 
78% good. Apples, peaches good. Pastures 22% 
fair, 60% good, 18% excellent; 85% of normal. 
Cattle, sheep good. Calving 88% complete. 
Lambing 87% complete. Hay supplies 46% adequate, 
54% surplus. Other feed 90% adequate, 10% 
surplus. Farm activities: General maintenance, 
feeding livestock, calving, lambing, fieldwork, 
small grain planting, spraying, seeding tobacco 
beds. 


Extremes 24°; 


Soil moisture 
barley good. 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 40°, 3° below normal. 
Extremes 16°; 82°. Precipitation 1.40 to 3.20 in. 
On 8th, up to 5.00 in. of snow accumulated in 
parts of northwest areas, 9th 2.00 to 5.00 in. of 
snow spread across the north. Southern areas 
received a rain, snow mixture resulting in mostly 
trace amounts. On 12th heavy snow fell in 
central, northern areas 1.00 to 5.00 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.5. Soil moisture 
2% short, 69% adequate, 29% surplus. Spring 
plowing 7% complete, 11% 1990, 11% avg. Oats 
planted 6%, 7% 1990, 10% avg. Precipitation 
nearly every day, along with cool weather, kept 
fields wet and allowed for little progress in 
fieldwork. Early estimates from reporters say 
winter freeze damage to alfalfa fields is mostly 
light; 21% reported as having no damage, 69% with 
light damage, 7% with moderate damage and 3% with 
severe damage. Reports show 28% of winter wheat 
has no damage, 55% with light damage, 17% with 
moderate damage. 


WYOMING: Temperatures above normal southeast, 
below normal elsewhere. Precipitation mastly 
well above normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. 
short, 60% adequate, 23 % surplus. 
40% planted, 20% 1990, 20% avg.; 
1990. Oats 35% planted, 20% 1990, 15% avg.; 0% 
emerged, 5% 1990. Barley 70% planted, 55% 1990, 
50% avg.; 15% emerged; 30% 1990. Sugarbeets 50% 
planted, 15% 1990, 15% avg. Winter wheat mostly 
fair to good. Wind damage light to moderate. 
Freeze damage none to light. Livestock mostly 
good. Spring calves born 75%, 75% 1990, 65% avg. 
Death losses light to normal. Farm flock: Ewes 
lambed 85%, 65% 1990, 75% avg.; 70% shorn, 75% 
1990, 70% avg. Range flock: Ewes lambed 35%, 30% 
1990, 35% avg.; 45% shorn, 45% 1990, 40% avg. 
Death losses light to normal. Ranges, pastures 
poor to fair. 


Topsoil 17% 
Spring wheat 
0% emerged, 5% 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


April 16, 1991 





International Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


April 7-13, 


WESTERN USSR Spring fieldwork becomes more 
widespread, helped by mostly dry weather. Winter 
grains continue breaking dormancy. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... 


Adequate moisture favors 
winter grains in Morocco, 


Algeria, and Tunisia. 





EUROPE ... Dry weather continues to help spring 
fieldwork in the north. Beneficial rain continues 
over southern Italy and Greece. 


EASTERN ASTA ... Showers benefit China's vegetative 
winter wheat. Drier, warmer weather in southern 
China promotes fieldwork for spring plantings. 


1991 


SOUTHEAST ASIA Unseasonably hot, 
continues over Thailand. 
Philippines. 


dry weather 
Dryness persists in the 





SOUTH AFRICA ... Freezing temperatures cause local 
damage to immature corn. 


SOUTH AMERICA Locally heavy 
summer crop harvesting in 
south-central Brazil. 


rain disrupts 
Argentina and 


AUSTRALIA .. 


- Mostly dry weather favors summer crop 
harvesting. 
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WEST USSR ... Spring fieldwork became more 
widespread, while winter grains continued breaking 
dormancy in the west and south. Light rain 
(10-25mm) over the southwestern Ukraine, southern 
Moldavia, and the southern half of the North 
Caucasus benefited winter grains in the vegetative 
stage and increased topsoil moisture for spring 
grain planting. Little, if any, rain covered the 
remainder of the region, helping to condition soils 
for spring fieldwork. Weekly average temperatures 
were around 10 degrees C over the region (3-6 
degrees C above normal). Winter grains were 
greening over the Baltic States, Belorussia, the 
Ukraine, North Caucasus, and the lower Volga. In 
March, average monthly temperatures were above 
normal in the Baltic States and Belorussia, and 
near normal over the remainder of the region. By 
month's end, winter grains entered the vegetative 
stage in the southern Ukraine and the North 
Caucasus. Below-normal March precipitation in the 
Ukraine, North Caucasus, and the lower Volga 
prompted early season fieldwork. 





2 WESTERN USSR 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 


March 1991 








caspian sea (™* 
60 — USSR 


a ERCENT OF 
<> s NORMAL PRECIPITATION 
March 1991 














ied ° 
WESTERN USSR 
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (c*) 


March 1991 








WESTERN nec 


DEPARTURE OF AVERA 
TEMPERATURE FROM NORMAL 


March 1991 

















Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


April 16, 1991 








SS. 


KAZ a 


‘o 
NEW LANDS USSR, 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(Semel wc) 


March 1991 








NEW LANDS USSR 
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (C*) 
Fels +32 





March 1991 ee ee 
m beset So prottelnery, 


WOM/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL MEATWER FACILITY 
reports 











CANADA_.__ 
TOTAL PaECiPITATION (mm) 


British aie ist 
0: § 


COLUMBIA 


TOM 
Basep on PreLininany acronis '- 
JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 








NEW LANDS USSR 


NORMAL PRECIMTATION 


March 1991 











NEW LANDS USSR 
TEMPERATURE PROM WORMAL 


March 1991 

















MOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 











_— CANADA 
: AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (C°) 
F = 180 + 32 2 


March 1991 


Prince ausent 


~~~ ~ WaSnincron 
BASED OM PRELIMINARY REPORTS” 
JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 





ee owed 


e : 
WINNIPEG 


CANADA. 


PERCENT OF 
NORMAL PRECIPITATION 
March 1991 

















° 
PORTS 
MOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


< CANADA. < 


 pepantune OF “AVERAGE 
TEMPERATURE FROM NORMAL 


oe 1991 


‘SASKATCHEWAK 














April 16, 1991 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 19 








EUROPE 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm 
(25mm = 1 INCH) c) 


APR 7 - 13. 1991 





WOAV/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
BASED OF PRELIBINARY REPORTS 











EUROPE 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (miny>} © 
(25 mm = 1 INCH) 
March 1991 











EUROPE 
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (C°) 
Fm 18 +32 


March 1991 
WOAV/USBA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
BASED ON PRELIBINAST REPORTS 











EUROPE ... Light scattered precipitation (2-10mm) 
covered crop areas in England, France, the Benelux, 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Italy's Po Valley, 
Hungary, and most of Poland, causing only minor 
delays in spring fieldwork. Widespread rain 
(10-50mm) fell eastward from southern Italy, 
through Greece and Bulgaria, into sections of 
southern Romania, benefiting winter grains. In 
March, unusually mild weather covered the central 
and northern portion of the continent, prompting 
greening of winter grains 2-3 weeks earlier than 
usual. Above-normal precipitation over Spain and 
southern Greece benefited winter grains which 
entered the reproductive phase of development 
during the month. Although significant 
precipitation from March 17 to 23 over France 
favored winter grains in the early vegetative 
stage, total precipitation for March, and since 
last fall, has been around 50 percent normal. As 
a result, subsoil moisture is limited and timely 
rain will be needed in upcoming weeks to prevent 
declines in. crop yield potential. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... Winter grains 
ranged from reproductive to filling in Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia. Although dry weather covered 
crop areas in Morocco and western Algeria, adequate 
moisture supplies favored crop growth. Light 
precipitation (10-25mm) over eastern Algeria and 
Tunisia maintained favorable moisture conditions. 
In March, above-normal precipitation covered winter 
grains in Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia, benefiting 
winter grains in or nearing reproduction. 
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SOUTH CA ... On April 8, a brief spell of cold 
weather covered most South African corn areas, with 
much of the western and southern Maize Triangle 
reporting freezing temperatures (0 to -1 degrees 
Cc). Crops planted on schedule were in or nearing 
maturation and were unaffected by the cold weather. 
However, most late-planted corn was sown in the 
western Maize Triangle and likely suffered some 
local damage. The cold weather outbreak was short 
lived, and by week's end, warmer weather had 
returned, favoring continued growth. Precipitation 
for the week was light (3mm or less), promoting 
drydown of maturing corn. In March, 
wetter-than-normal weather maintained adequate 
moisture for immature crops. Although seasonal 
cooling took place, high temperatures in the middle 
to upper 20's C for much of the month favored 
growth of immature corn in the west. 
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EASTERN ASIA ... Light to moderate showers (5-38mm) 
and favorably mild temperatures benefited China's 
vegetative winter wheat. However, local heavy 
showers (50-160mm) in southernmest wheat areas from 
eastern Hubei to Zhejiang likely caused some 
flooding. Rainfall tapered off over southern 
China, with a large area from Guangdong and 
southern Jiangxi westward receiving less than 10mn. 
Temperatures averaged 3-7 degrees C above normal 
across southern China, providing favorably warmer 
temperatures for spring crop planting. In the 
northeast, light to moderate showers 
(10-25mm or more) improved moisture reserves over 
Manchuria and the Koreas. Heavy showers (50-155mm) 
returned to southern Japan. In March, 
precipitation totaled near to above normal over 
most Chinese crop regions, providing beneficial 
moisture for spring crop planting and winter wheat 
growth. March temperatures averaged near to below 
normal over most winter wheat areas, but minimum 
temperatures were not cold enough to cause damage. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Hot weather continued over 
Thailand, with scattered showers (10-79mm) limited 
to local rice areas of the east. Moisture reserves 
across Thailand have been depleted by this season's 
early oppressive heat and dryness, making rain and 
milder temperatures critical in upcoming weeks for 
May rice and corn planting. Planting conditions 
are also unfavorable for main season grains across 
the Philippines, although portions of the southern 
and central crop regions received near- to 
above-normal March rainfall due to the passage of 
Tropical Storm Sharon. Further south, rainfall 
tapered off across southern Indonesia, but moderate 
to heavy showers (25-100mm or more) continued over 
western Indonesia and much of Malaysia. During 
March, continuing seasonable showers over most 
primary crop regions of Malaysia and Indonesia 
maintained generally favorable moisture reserves. 
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AUSTRALIA ... Mostly dry weather in northern New 
South Wales and southeastern Queensland favored 
summer crop. harvesting. Scattered, variable 
showers fell along Queensland's eastern coast, 
where sugarcane harvesting normally begins in May. 
Beneficial showers (10-30mm) fell in wheat areas of 
southern New South Wales, South Australia, and 
Western Australia. The moisture boosted topsoil 
moisture for the planting season which also begins 
in May. March rainfall was below average 
throughout most of the country, favoring crop 
maturation in eastern summer crop areas. 








AUSTRALIA 


TION (mm, 
Tora. reerrangn md 





March 1991 

















> 


AUSTRALIA 
MORMAL PRECIPITATION 


March 1991 























AUSTRALIA 


AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (C°) 
F = 180 +32 


March 1991 











poompary JOU ARICA TURAL, WEATHER FACILITY 














te) 
_ AUSTRALIA 
TEMPERATURE PROM HORMAL 


March 1991 MOAV/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL FACILITY 


—$———$————— ——__ __ 

















26 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin April 16, 1991 








SOUTH AMERICA ... In south-central Brazil, locally 
heavy rain (30-164mm) fell in western Rio Grande do 
Sul, where below-average March rainfall extended 
the persistent summer drought through most of the 
soybean growing season. The soybean harvest is 
well underway. Thus, the recent April rain came 
too late to benefit much of the crop. Showers 
covered most of Brazil's soybean areas this past 
week, causing some harvest delays especially in 
Mato Grosso do Sul, where 50-110mm of rain fell. 
March rainfall was above average across Brazil's 
northern soybean areas, maintaining more favorable 
growing season weather. In Argentina, widespread 
showers this past week slowed summer’ crop 
harvesting in northern Buenos Aires, Santa Fe, and 
Chaco, with isolated heavy downpours (100-245mm) 
scattered across eastern Argentina. Mostly dry 
weather favored harvesting recently in western crop 
areas of Cordoba and La Pampa. Below-average March 
rainfall promoted crop maturation throughout 
Argentina's primary growing areas, following 
favorable growing season rainfall. 
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(Continued from front cover) 

by midweek. Strong winds howled through the 
Southwest and the Plains. A raging snowstorm crept 
out of the Rockies and into the northern Plains. 
Snowfall reached 80 inches in the high mountains of 
south-central Montana and 18 inches at Lander, WY. 
Significant snow also fell from Utah to Wisconsin. 
Heavy rain drenched the lower Mississippi Valley 
for 3 days, causing widespread flooding. 
Shreveport, LA, was deluged with more than 10 
inches of rain on Friday, boosting its April 
rainfall to a record amount. Strong storms caused 
local flooding and spawned 23 tornadoes from 
eastern Nebraska to eastern Texas. By week’s end, 
a winterlike chill was felt in the High Plains. 
Saturday morning’s minimums included record lows of 
15° F in Scottsbluff, NE, and 1° F in Laramie, WY. 
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